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Boston teacher running marathon to buy

laptops for college-bound high school graduates

Founder of Emagine college-prep program aims to raise

$20,000 for twenty students to receive computers for college

BOSTON – A Mathematics teacher at Madison Park Technical Vocational High School will run the Boston Marathon later this month to provide 20 of his graduating seniors with laptop computers to bring to college next year.  Oliver Sicat is running the 26.2-mile race for the first time on April 17 to raise $20,000 in order to, according to Sicat, “eliminate the technology divide and ensure a successful transition to college.”

Sicat, 26, is the founder/director of Emagine, an innovative after-school program that began at Madison Park in 2002 as a partnership between teachers in the Boston Public Schools and after-school researchers and practitioners at the Harvard Graduate School of Education. The program has worked closely with a cohort of students since their freshman year of high school to prepare them for college acceptance and success.  This spring, four years later, 20 participants will graduate and have been accepted to college.

“These students believed in Emagine’s mission for four years, and their hard work has paid off,” said Sicat.  “I wanted to give these graduates a gift that will help them succeed in college and congratulate them for dedicating themselves to Emagine.  I hope this marathon helps raise awareness that students at any school can succeed if you build relationships with them and hold them to high standards.”

Sicat, who teaches Geometry and Calculus at Madison Park High School in Roxbury, has been a teacher in the Boston Public Schools for four years.  He had organized after-school programs in Los Angeles and Orange County, CA before launching Emagine in Boston while studying at the Harvard Graduate School of Education.

For more information about Emagine, visit www.emagine.us.

For more information about the Boston Public Schools, visit www.bostonpublicschools.org.

Attached: List of graduating Emagine students.

	First Name
	Last Name
	Neighborhood
	Vocational Study
	Accepted Into
	Next Year
	Awards/Scholarships

	Madelyn 
	Diaz
	Dorchester
	Nursing Assistant
	Bunker Hill
	Bunker Hill
	

	Alvin
	Mieses
	Dorchester
	Interactive Media
	Wentworth, UMASS Boston, Bridgewater State
	Wentworth
	Half Scholarship

	Melissa 
	Molina
	Dorchester
	Nursing Assistant
	Salem State
	Salem State
	

	Felicia
	Oliveira
	Dorchester
	Cosmetology
	Fisher, UMASS Lowell
	Undecided
	Who's Who of American Students

	Lizann
	Peters
	Dorchester
	Culinary Arts
	Suffolk, Newbury, Salem State, UMASS Amherst
	UMASS Amherst
	Half Tuition Scholarship

	Gilson
	Ribeiro
	Dorchester
	Auto mechanics
	
	Full Time Auto mechanic

	Maalum
	Robinson
	Dorchester
	TV Production
	Salem State, Fitchburg State
	
	The Boston Channel's A+ Student

	Roberto
	Rodriguez
	Dorchester
	Nursing Assistant
	Salem State, UMASS Boston, UMASS Amherst
	UMASS Amherst
	Massachusetts Vocational Student of the Year

	Manny
	Rosa
	Dorchester
	Auto mechanics
	Mass Bay
	Mass Bay
	

	Inesha
	Travis
	East Boston
	Hotel and Hospitality
	Boston College, Northeastern, Newbury, UMASS Boston
	Undecided
	Abigail Adams Scholarship, Full Scholarship

	Leslie
	Rivera
	Hyde Park
	Nursing Assistant
	UMASS Boston
	UMASS Boston
	

	Birmania
	Nova
	Jamaica Plain
	Graphics and Print
	Salem State
	Salem State
	

	Steven
	Texeira
	Mattapan
	Plumbing
	Bunker Hill
	Bunker Hill
	

	Cathy
	Coppin
	Mission Hill
	Nursing Assistant
	Pine Manor, UMASS Boston
	UMASS Boston
	

	Rajai
	Johnson
	Roxbury
	Auto mechanics
	Benjamin Franklin
	Benjamin Franklin
	

	Yahaira
	Nunez
	Roxbury
	Graphics and Print
	Mass Bay
	Mass Bay
	

	Emmanuel
	Ortiz
	Roxbury
	Electrical 
	Awaiting Decisions
	
	

	Justin
	Reid
	Roxbury
	Carpentry
	Northeastern, Bridgewater, Wentworth
	Undecided
	Abigail Adams Scholarship, Full Scholarship

	Tamika
	Santos
	Roxbury
	Nursing Assistant
	UMASS Boston
	UMASS Boston
	

	Jackie
	Walthall
	Roxbury
	Nursing Assistant
	UMASS Amherst/Lowell/Boston, Curry, Simmons, Salem State
	UMASS Amherst
	Half Tuition Scholarship

	Wesley
	Wiliams
	Roxbury
	Carpentry
	Suffolk, Salem State, Northeastern, UMASS Amherst
	undecided
	Half Tuition Scholarship


